2001 Public Easement Review

Preamble
On April 18, 2000, we requested comments on our proposed 2001 Easement Review Process from almost 600 individuals, Native groups and corporations, and State and federal agencies.  We receive many comments about the 2001 Easement Review Process and management of the public easements reserved under Sec. 17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA).  The comments identified many issues and we greatly appreciate you taking your time to read the material, to comment, and to ask questions. 

The following is a summary of the comments and our response:  (1) The comments concerning the 2001 Easement Review Process were analyzed and many of the comments incorporated into the final process;  (2)  the comments concerning issues such as easement management and

education are being used to develop easement management policies and educational and information programs; (3)  Those comments received concerning specific easements were referred to our field offices for consideration;  and (4) The information received regarding priorities was incorporated into our schedule. 

In response to concerns that we are not providing adequate notice, we modified the process to provide additional notification to the public.  We will post notices of proposed termination and decision to terminate in local post offices and other places.  In addition, we will also publish a notice in both a newspaper of general circulation in the area of the easement and in a newspaper with state wide circulation.

In several places the wording was changed as a result of you recommendation for improving the readability of the document.  We clarified that we may make changes to the determination of

an isolated tract when the land ownership pattern has changed or now determine an easement is duplicative when the land owner later decided a similar easement for public use.

Several readers requested that we delay the review process until after each Native corporation receives full entitlement and the land ownership pattern is finalized.  Other readers requested that we change other parts of the regulations such as date of use.  While we recognize the concerns expressed, we are not persuaded that changes to the regulations are necessary and are not proposing any changes.

The majority of the comments received involve:  (1) educating the users, land owners, and easement managers on their rights and responsibilities, (2) on-the-ground activities such as marking, brushing, and patrolling, (3) consistent management practices between the easement managers, and (4) working jointly with all parties to solve specific joint management issues.  The 

appropriate easement managers will be addressing these important issues.

