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Re: 	 Omji-Final Propoied Plan 
Red Devil Mine 

Dear 1\[s. Drapt:r: 

The .\Iaska Department of Enruonmental Conserncion (DEC) has rc,-iewed the Bureau of Land 
.\fanagemem's (l3L(\f) Draft-Fino/ Propo.red Plan for the Red Dc,•il i\1ine sire. DEC has also re,·iewed BDl's 
responses to some of our comments on the December 2015 Draft Proposed Plan which were pro"ided ,·ia 
electronic mail o n January 26, 2016 and discussed in a comment resolution meeting o n February 16'h. BLt\I 
has not yet provided a response to the DEC's December 2, 20 IS lc.:ttcr regarding the remain ing issues of 
significant disagreement which were also included as concerns in the DEC's Dmji PtvpoJ('(/ Plan comment 
letter also dated December 2nd. 

The most sig nificant difference between the Draft Proposed Plan and the Draft-Final PrvpoJed Plan is the change 
in the preferred alrernati,·e from .Alternative 3J\ to Alternative 3C. WJe acknowledge that BLt\f changed the 
preferred alternati,·e in response to commems from the State agencies, Environmental Protection :\gency, 
and The Kuskokwim Corporation. However, it remains DEC's posicion d1at BL~[ has failed to include all 
Applicable o r R elevant and Appropriate Rec1uirements (AR.t\Rs) fo r Alternative 3C and the reposito ry, as 
currently designed, docs not meet the design specifications required under Alaska law. State law requires 
such disposal sites include a bottom liner and leachate collection system, unless sufficit:nr hydrogeologic 
modeling has been conducted to demonstrate they are not necessary. To date, insufficient design and 
modeling have been done to support such a determinacion. Furthermore BLl\f has no t committed to 
co nducting additional modeling in collaboratio n with the D EC during the design phase in o rder ro make 
such a determinacion. 

Therefore, DEC cannot support the selection o f :\lternati\'C 3C ns the preferred alternative at this time. In 
accordance with Section 300.515(e)(1) of rhe National Contingency Plan, BLM is required to include "a 
statement that the lead and support agencies ha,·e reached agreenH.: nt o r, where this is nor the case, a 
statement explaining the concerns o f the support agency with the lead agency's pro post:d plan" . 
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Given that the BLM desires to begin the public comment period fo r the Proposed Plan next week, we arc 
certainly willing to prioriti7.e working togethe r to develop some acceptable language which accurately 
describes the D EC's concerns. 

If you would like to discuss this issue furd1er, please feel free to contact me at (907) 269-7545, or 
jo hn.haln;rson@ alaska.gO\·. 

· nvironmenral Program Manager 

cc: 1\nnc I\hrie Palmieri, DEC-CSP (Yia electronic mail only) 
Jenn Currie, Law (via electronic mail o nly) 
Matt Wilkening, EP1\ (via electronic mail o nly) 
David Schade, D 1R (\·ia electronic mail o nly) 
:\li Hamadc, OHSS (' ·ia electronic mail o nly) 
Jacob Cunl1a, ,-\DF&G (via electronic mail o nly) 
~Iarty Brewer, 0 EC-Solid Waste (via electronic mail o nly) 
Lo ri 1\ldrich, D EC-Solid Waste (via electronic mail o nly) 
Bob Blankenburg, DI~C-Solicl Waste (via electronic mail only) 
Ted Wu, D EC-CSP (via electronic mail o nly) 
Bill Richards, E&E (via electronic mail only) 
A ndrea Gusty, The Kuskobvim Corporation (\·ia electronic mail only) 
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